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10/04/23 * BIG PHARMA > NEWS 


Merck’s Gardasil HPV Vaccine Caused 
Teen’s Narcolepsy, Federal Vaccine Court 
Rules 


Trey Cobb, who developed narcolepsy after taking Merck’s Gardasil human papillomavirus, or 
HPV, vaccine won a major victory when the National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program ruled 
the vaccine caused his condition. The case could set a precedent in the upcoming lawsuits against 
Merck alleging the pharma giant knowingly hid risks associated with the vaccine. 


By Brenda Baletti, Ph.D. 
Miss a day, miss a lot. Subscribe to The Defender's Top News of the Day. It's free. 


A teen who developed vaccine-induced narcolepsy after taking the Gardasil human 
papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine won a major victory this month when the federal “Vaccine Court” 
ruled he is entitled to compensation under the National Childhood Vaccine Injury Act of 1986. 


Trey Cobb received a third dose of Merck's Gardasil vaccine in August 2015, when he was 14 
years old. Soon after, he began experiencing autoimmune symptoms, including severe fatigue 
and difficulty carrying on normal activities. 


Now 22, Cobb still experiences a multitude of symptoms that likely will never go away. 


Expert testimony showed Cobb developed autoimmune narcolepsy induced by processes called 
“molecular mimicry” and “cross-reactivity.” 


Infectious virus-like particles from the Gardasil vaccine mimicked the body's natural amino acid 
sequences and confused the immune system into attacking the body's own cell receptor sites, 
affecting wakefulness and sleep. 


Cobb petitioned the National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program (VICP), also known as the 
‘Vaccine Court,” for compensation. VICP is a “no-fault” alternative to the traditional legal system 
for resolving injury claims for vaccines whose makers have no liability under federal law. Cases 
are adjudicated by a court-appointed “special master” rather than a judge. 
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RFK Jr. and Brian Hooker’s 
New Book: “Vax-Unvax”’ 


VICP has been criticized for its long, opaque and often adversarial process and its failure to 
recognize autism as a potential vaccine injury. 


In this case, Special Master Katherine E. Oler ruled on Aug. 21 that Cobb successfully 
demonstrated his condition was caused by the Gardasil vaccine and that he is entitled to 
compensation. 


The decision was made public today, but the amount of compensation has not yet been 
determined. 


Mary Holland, president of Children’s Health Defense and author of “The HPV Vaccine On Trial: 
Seeking Justice For A Generation Betrayed,” told The Defender: 


“While | applaud the decision, this young man’s condition is tragic. His life has been forever 
scarred by a vaccine he didn't need. 


“Deplorable also is the time it took to reach this compensation decision — eight years after 
the initial injury, and he still has no compensation, only a ruling to compensate, which may 
yet be overruled.” 


Narcolepsy with cataplexy following third Gardasil shot 


Cobb was a healthy 14-year-old boy when he received his third dose of Gardasil during a routine 
visit to his primary care physician in August 2014. Within a few weeks, he began experiencing 
headaches and pain in his lower back and neck. At first, he attributed the pain to playing 
football, according to the ruling. 


Soon other symptoms appeared. His doctor noted that on his next visit, after receiving the third 
shot, Cobb had a sore throat, was “really low energy since school started, feels tired all the time,” 
and had “mildly swollen, tender liver and spleen.” He diagnosed Cobb with mononucleosis. 


By November 2014, Cobb was unable to complete a full day of school and was sleeping for two 
to three hours during the day after sleeping for 10-and-a-half hours at night. He also was rapidly 
gaining weight. 
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By February 2015, he was exhibiting neurological symptoms. At times, he struggled to find 
words, would feel like fainting when he laughed, and had eye twitches and would lose control of 
his facial muscles. 


In April of that year, doctors at a sleep clinic diagnosed Cobb with narcolepsy with cataplexy 
(type 1 narcolepsy), a disabling sleep condition that affects 0.02% of adults. They prescribed him 
several medications and strategic napping, which helped stabilize his condition. 


“The Wuhan Cover-Up” 
by Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 


ORDER NOW 


But he continued to suffer “extreme fatigue, inconsistent sleeping patterns, irritability and fear 
of collapse after excitement, restlessness and muscle weakness.” 


Strong emotions would trigger his cataplexy and he would begin to laugh, fall over and lose 
control over his body. 


By the time Cobb finally testified in front of the special master at a VICP hearing in 2021, he was 
a 20-year-old junior at the University of lowa. 


In addition to his physical symptoms, Cobb told the special master that the cataplexy affected 
his social life. Because he would fall asleep at events, he eventually stopped going to them and 
his peers stopped inviting him to socialize. 


When he meets new people, he said, they think he is “unfriendly or unenergetic or using drugs” 
because he appears so tired. 


Cobb, whose life today is structured around his sleep and medications, said he tries to limit the 
medications he takes because he doesn't like the side effects. His daily medications include 
Xyrem, Ritalin and “a decent amount of caffeine.” 
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Your support helps fund 
this work, and CHD’s 
related advocacy, 
education and scientific 
research. 


DONATE NOW 


Molecular mimicry caused Cobb's immune system to attack brain cells 


The special master found that Cobb's case met the criteria to show that his injury was caused by 
the Gardasil vaccine, even though his injury is not one recognized and listed on the Vaccine 
Injury Table — which lists injuries that are recognized to be caused by certain vaccines. 


That means his attorney demonstrated a medical theory causally connecting the vaccine and the 
injury, a logical sequence of cause and effect, and a proximate temporal relationship between 
vaccination and injury. 


Stanford neurologist Dr. Lawrence Steinman provided the expert reports and testimony that 
persuaded the special master, despite dissenting opinions offered by University of Pennsylvania 
emeritus professor of neurology and pediatrics Dr. Lawrence Brown and University of Utah 
neurologist Robert Fujinami, Ph.D. 


Holland explained the scientific reason behind the special master’s decision: 


“The medical theory his attorney advanced is that narcolepsy is caused by a substantial 
decrease in neurons that produce orexin, a neuropeptide that regulates appetite and 
wakefulness. Type 1 narcolepsy is considered to be an autoimmune condition related to 
orexin.” 


Cobb's attorney, Mark Sadaka, broke it down even further. “All proteins in our body — skin, eye, 
heart, cardiac cells — every single protein in our body is made of building blocks called amino 
acids. Those amino acids gather into a chain that creates a three-dimensional structure called a 
protein,” he told The Defender. 


Molecular mimicry is when something from outside the body looks like one of those amino acid 
sequences in the body, he said. And it isn’t uncommon for such mimicry to happen. 


In this case, Gardasil has a string of amino acids, called L1 capsid protein, which Steinman 


theorized are molecular mimics of hypocretin, also called orexin, which is a neuropeptide — a 
string of amino acids — that regulates arousal, wakefulness and appetite. 


https://childrenshealthdefense.org/defender/merck-gardasil-hpv-v...minate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=defender-wk&utm_id=20231008 Page 4 of 11 


Merck's Gardasil HPV Vaccine Caused Teen's Narcolepsy, Federal Vaccine Court Rules e Children's Health Defense 10/15/23, 12:21 PM 


Steinman explained that “the mechanism of molecular mimicry caused Petitioner’s immune 
system to attack the cells in his brain that produce hypocretin and that the resulting hypocretin 
deficiency caused him to develop narcolepsy,” according to the special master. 


This happens through a phenomenon called “cross-reactivity.” Gardasil introduces the L1 capsid 
protein antigen — a foreign substance that creates an immune response — as a way to prime 
the body to attack the HPV virus, should it ever present itself. 


But when cross-reactivity happens, rather than attacking only the HPV virus, through molecular 
mimicry the immune system attacks the part of the body that the L1 capsid protein antigen is 
mimicking — in this case, the cells that produce hypocretin. 


Autoimmunity at a low level is common, Sadaka said, but in some cases like Cobb's, the body 
cannot tolerate it and it develops into an autoimmune disorder. 


Holland said, “Cobb's medical expert successfully argued that there is homology between orexin 
and parts of the Gardasil vaccine, resulting in cress rasstiane concineg tha dactrurctinn of orexin- 
producing neurons” and causing Cobb’s autoim) 


M 


The CHD Bus rottow tHe Bus 


THE PEOPLES STOD 


Ruling sets precedent for lawsuits against Merck 


This is the third VICP ruling to find Gardasil can induce autoimmunity through the mechanisms 
of molecular mimicry and cross-reactivity. 


In the first case, 22-year-old Bard College student Christina Tarsell died from her vaccine injuries. 
In the second, several petitioners suffered primary ovarian insufficiency, a condition where the 
ovaries stop functioning, 


Sadaka said Cobb's case was significant because “it is the third first-of-its-kind victory against 
Gardasil ... and it demonstrates that Gardasil can cause autoimmunity in certain circumstances.” 


This will be important, he said, in the upcoming litigation against Merck in federal court. 


Vaccine makers are typically protected from liability for injuries caused by a fully licensed vaccine 
if that vaccine is listed on the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s childhood vaccination 
schedule. 
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Merck’s Gardasil is one of those vaccines. 


People injured by vaccines listed on the childhood schedule must first seek compensation 
through VICP established in 1988 by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 


In the Cobb case, the special master found in favor of the petitioner, but it is often exceptionally 
difficult to obtain compensation within the VICP. The proceedings are often turned into drawn- 
out, contentious expert battles and the backlog of cases is substantial. 


Because of this, a single case can drag on for years, as it has in this case. 


But petitioners claiming injury from a covered vaccine who have exhausted the VICP process and 
are not satisfied with the outcome can, in fact, sue the drug maker. 


Gardasil has been linked to numerous neurological and autoimmune disorders. Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr., CHD chairman on leave, said in a video that evidence shows that “Gardasil has 
distinguished itself as the most dangerous vaccine ever invented.” 


There are currently about 80 cases pending in federal court against Merck for injuries associated 
with Gardasil, with hundreds more cases likely to be filed in federal court in the coming months. 


In August 2022, a judicial panel ordered the consolidation of more than 30 lawsuits pending 
against Merck into multidistrict litigation in a single court. The panel said the individual lawsuits 
involve common questions of fact and that consolidation would “promote the just and efficient 
conduct of the litigation.” 


The consolidation order allows Gardasil lawsuits filed throughout the country to move into 
coordinated discovery and pretrial proceedings. 


A North Carolina federal district court early next year will hear the first 16 lawsuits against Merck 
alleging Gardasil vaccine caused injuries. 


The lawsuits were selected as exemplar cases from a larger pool of lawsuits pending in the U.S. 
District Court for the Western District of North Carolina. They will serve as a series of “bellwether 
trials,” the outcome of which will shape the process for the growing number of claims brought 
against Merck for Gardasil-related injuries. 


Cobb, Sadaka said, sets an important precedent for those lawsuits, because it “further highlights 
that the theories put forth in the multidistrict litigation, also premised on molecular mimicry, are 
sound and scientifically valid.” 


Holland agreed. “The bright news here is that this is the same theory attorneys are advancing in 
multidistrict litigation in North Carolina against Merck for fraud related to Gardasil that will go to 
trial in 2024,” she said. 


“The theory of homology or ‘molecular mimicry’ is the likely explanation for the explosion of 
autoimmune conditions arising after Gardasil injections,” she added. 
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The Defender on occasion posts content related to Children’s Health Defense’s nonprofit mission that 
features Mr. Kennedy’s views on the issues CHD and The Defender regularly cover. In keeping with 
Federal Election Commission rules, this content does not represent an endorsement of Mr. Kennedy 
who is on leave from CHD and is seeking the Democratic nomination for president of the U.S. 


SUGGEST A CORRECTION 


Brenda Baletti, Ph.D. 


Brenda Baletti Ph.D. is a reporter for The Defender. She wrote and taught about 
capitalism and politics for 10 years in the writing program at Duke University. She 
holds a Ph.D. in human geography from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill and a master's from the University of Texas at Austin. 


Sign up for free news and updates from Children’s Health Defense. CHD focuses on legal 
strategies to defend the health of our children and obtain justice for those injured. We can't do it 
without your support 
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Children's Health Defense Comment Policy 


We welcome relevant and respectful comments. Off-topic comments may 
be removed. 


Please read our Comment Policy before commenting. 
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mcewinaz — P 
11 days ago 


So sad for this young man and every other parent of a teen sucked into the Gardasil vaccine 
narrative. Unfortunately, you will never be able to convince everyone to steer clear of this toxic shot. 
Even sadder that it takes an event such as this to give you lifelong buyer's remorse and the 
consequences cannot be reversed.. 


17 0 Reply ° Share> 
Laura Virginia — FP 
11 days ago 


My daughter has suffered with several autoimmune disorders since taking the Gardasil vaccine at 
age 14. After an extensive fruitless search for answers from Jackson Memorial Medical Center as 
to why she slept for 14 hours a day, couldn't focus to do her schoolwork, couldn't move due to total 
body pain, developed Hashimoto's disease, Postural Orthostatic Tachychardia, Fibromyalgia, and 
constant anxiety, | took to researching this vaccine thru available publications. | found the expert 
witness against Merck, Dr. Svetlana Blitshtein of the Dysautonomia Clinic in NY. Her research 
validated that my daughter’s problems stemmed from the Gardasil vaccine. Unfortunately, it was 2 
years too late to report it to the Vaccine Court so she has been rejected by 2 class action lawsuits. 
She only wants Merck to know that “they have ruined my life”. She was an athlete, a gymnast, 
runner, swimmer and equestrian. She can barely get out of bed each day. She is not responsible for 
this pain and suffering, Merck is, due to the fraudulent blind study conducted with adjuvants in both 
the vaccine and the so called placebo. As her mother, | will talk to anyone who will listen to me tell 
of Emmalee’s tragic story, hopefully to prevent another child from endur this sentence of a life of 
suffering. Respectfully, Laura Virginia Wellington FL 


16 0 Reply ° Share> 


tag > Laura Virginia — M 

11 days ago 

Laura 

Just hang onto the fact that these evil creatures will get exactly what is coming to them 
someday. My mother...Emmalou... was killed by pharma. Did get a settlement but like a 

slap on the hand to the billions they made killing people. 


https://childrenshealthdefense.org/defender/merck-gardasil-hpv-v...minate&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=defender-wk&utm_id=20231008 Page 8 of 11 


Merck's Gardasil HPV Vaccine Caused Teen's Narcolepsy, Federal Vaccine Court Rules e Children's Health Defense 10/15/23, 12:21 PM 


6 0 Reply ° Share> 


Peter van der Stam — e 
10 days ago 


So, what | do understand here is: the taxpayer is footing the bill. 

| think that it is time the Non-Liability close for Big Pharma, should be scrapped ( should have been 
scrapped ages ago ) 

As soon as they are liable, they will be a lot more careful of what they bring on the market. ( and 
might do the testing properly ) 

FDA AND CDC should also be scrapped OR HAVE to show how much BP is paying them to give the 
go-ahead ( called EUA only ) 


5 0 Reply ° Share> 


tag — |» 
11 days ago 

So sorry he and family had to go thru this. This vax also caused many deaths and disabilities and 
still being used today. Where do these evil murderers get off thinking they can kill for profit? Where 
is the accountability? 


4 0 Reply ° Share> 
Nancy Schwartz — F" 
11 days ago 


So sad for the boy and his family that it took more than EIGHT years to get to this point. 


4 0 Reply ° Share> 


Shirshot — h 
11 days ago 
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This needs National attention! 


4 0 Reply ° Share> 


catherine — h 
11 days ago 


If chastity was taught to our children or they were taught not to have sexual relations until marriage 
and marriage was seen as it used to be seen as a commitment for life, there would be no need for 
these dangerous drugs. But our society would rather hurt children and let the drug companies 
make huge profits from the damages their drugs do to millions. 


6 1 Reply ° Share> 


Peter van der Stam > catherine — P 
10 days ago 


You can teach whatever you want or see correct (| have been a biology teacher and 
medical laboratory technician before that ) 

Accident happen ( sexually) while Ms Barker, worked for Merck on developing this shot 
has admitted that she regret having been part of the development. 

Liability for BP is the solution. The sooner the better. 


6 o Reply ° Share> 
RighteousRants > Peter van der Stam — h 
10 days ago 


Exactly, Sadly, parents will keep lining up their children for this poison, with all 
the autism and other injuries to so many you would think someone would put a 
stop to this. | would like to know why those with vaccine injured children always 
keep it quiet, is there an unwritten rule that if you stay silent you might get a 
settlement in their hidden court. 


1 o Reply ° Share> 


Mary “catherine — | 

11 days ago 

Yes, your example of how youth should manage their sexual affairs worked in the past but 
with the LGBTQ crowd pushing for sexualizinjg young children would not agree to the 
lifestyle of the past. 


5 o Reply ° Share> 


MultiChubby1 œ catherine — P 


BA, ll eae) Seta 
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| was just about to write the same thing. Thanks! The way of transgressors is hard. 


1 0 Reply ° Share> 


ErinA — F 
11 days ago 


This is great. My OB/GYN told me that this vaccine may not even be necessary because HPV can 
be treated. So to use it as a preventative measure for cervical cancer or whatever is ridiculous. 
Maybe test and treat is a better option. She also said that we don't even know if it’s effective in 
preventing cancer because the first group of people that started getting it aren't even old enough 


yet. 

2 0 Reply e Share> 
Donna Sheehan — PFP 
10 days ago 


First everyone should do their due diligence before allowing these shots in themselves and 
children. What other corporations are Immune from Liability for their products? If it's a major car 
company do our Representatives have a fund set up to compensate the injuries/death? Yet We The 
People pay for Big Pharmas nefarious acts. Would love to have a company that our 
Representatives mandate there product "Vaccines" upon you and the recipients have NO recourse. 


1 0 Reply e Share> 
JohnCalvinJones — h 
10 days ago 


Only moron parents would subject a BOY to an injection LISTED as the means to prevent CERVICAL 
cancer. This BOY must have received dozens of shots - to say that he was "perfectly healthy" prior 
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